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The World Bank has proposed to Mexico that a new nationwide tax be levied on gasoline
consumption to help reduce vehicle usage and combat pollution, especially in Mexico City. In a Feb.
22 report, the World Bank said such a tax would bring in an additional US$300 million in revenue
each year, and at the same time reduce toxic emissions by about 1.2 million metric tons, or half of
current levels. The report proposed increasing efficient modes of public transportation (especially
small- and mini-busses) which produce less than half the pollution as private vehicles. To ease
the burden of the proposed tax on the Mexican population, the Bank suggests that the increased
revenue justify reductions of other taxes. (Source: Notimex, 02/21/93)
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